
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20.460 

The Bonorable. Pete Olson 
U$. House ofRepresentatives 
Washi_ngton; D.C. 20515 

DearCongressman Olson: 

MAY 3 0 2017 

11-666-1131 

OFFICE OF CHEMICAL SAFETY· 
AND POLLUTION PREVENTION 

Thank you for theletter of April 19, 2017, tQ the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
regarding the proposed rulemaking on methylene chloride. · 

Your feedback is important to the agency as weimplement.the amended Toxic 
Substances Control Act (TSCA) and consider the next steps on methylene chloride. Jn a 2014 
assessment, the EPA idel).tified serious risks to workers and consumers from methyle11e .chloride 
when used as a paint remover. Long-term effects include hl;UlTl to the central nervous system, 
liver toxicity, and cancer. Short-term (acute) exposures to workers and consumers, including 
bystanders; can result in hann to the central nervous system,. or neurotoxicity, causing dizziness, 
incapacitation, and, in some reported cases, death. The EPA' s effort to address these risks-has 
been underway since2014. Section 26(1)(4) ofTSCA, as amended, authorizes the agency to 
move forward with a final rule to regulate methylene chloride . 

. Informed by consultations with methylene chloride users, small businesses, and other 
affected entities; the EPA found that effective and safer producis are available for virtually all 
pairit and coating removal applications of methylene chloride. Thus, the EPA proposed on 
January 19, 2017, to prohibit manufacture (including import), processing, and distribution in 
coffiIIlerce of methylene chloride when used as a paint remover, and to prohibit commercial use 
qf methylene chloride for paint and. coating removal, except for commercial furniture refinishing, 
which the agency plans to address in a separate proposal. The agency recently. extended the 
public crn;Iiment period for this notice of proposed rule making until May .19, 2017. The issues 
raised in yourletter have aiso been noted by other commenters and,wili be carefully considered 
as the. agency develops next ste_ps. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:l1www.~pa.gov 
~ecycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer. Process Chl_orine Free Recycled Paper 



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your 
staff may contact Syen-Erik Kaiser in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at kaiser.sven-erik@epa.gov or at (202) 566-2753. 

Sincerely, 

l0R,il~c~~ 
Wendy Cleland-Hamnett 
Acting Assistant Administrator 
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The Honorable Scott Pruitt 
Administrator 

~ongre~s of tbe mn,teb ~tates 
1!,ouse of l\eprrsrntatibrs 

Ulas1Jington, DIC 20515 

April 19, 2017 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Administrator Pruitt: 

COMMITIEE ON 
ENERGY AND COMMERCE 

I am writing to ask that you review, and consider the implications of, the Environmental Protection 
Agency's (EPA) notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) to prohibit the use of methylene chloride 
(MeCJ2) in paint stripping and coating removal products under section 6 of the Toxic Substances Control 
Act (TSCA). 

To be sure, EPA should regulate harmful substances that pose an undue threat to consumers. However, I 
have heard significant concerns regarding this rulemaking, and am told that it could result in a banning of 
substances that would leave consumers with not only less effective but also less safe alternatives. l also 
have concerns that it will place a burden on small businesses-and employers in my district­
disproportionate to the benefits of the rulemaking. 

Given this. J hope that you will fully consider the costs and potential negative consequences of this rule 
before proceeding. If safety concerns necessitate that you move forward with a rulemaking on MeC12, I 
would also ask that you consider any alternative actions that might protect consumers while still 
protecting small businesses and allowing consumers to choose the product best suited for their uses. 

Very respectfully, 

Paa 
Pete Olson 
Member of Congress 

V1s11 us at: nttp:!iww,1.house.gov:o!so" 
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COMMITIEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES 
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COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND 
GOVERNMENT REFORM 

RANloNG MEM8fll, SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 

ASSISTANT DEMOCRATIC WHIP 

Administrator Scott Pruitt 
Environmental Protection Ag~ncy 
Office of the Administrator 1101A 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator Pruitt: 

April 17, 2017 
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LYNCH,HOUSE,GOV 

I am writing in response to the Environmentaj Protection Agency's (EPA) notice of 
prop~sed rul~rilaking (82-FR-7464) to b~ the use of methylene chloride (DCM) in paint and 
coating rem~vai prod~cts\u~der sedtion 6 of the Toxic':S'u°bstances Control Act (TSCA). As you 
fin'alize this p;~posed ~e, I Jge ~OU; to consider the ~oncerns 'r~port~d tb me by small 
:rnaniifacturers i~' my co'n~~ssionhl :district that ufil~b -DCM in fd~~latin~ paint and coating 

0 ....... ,.. : •• , •• ,.. I) ~- 1 •..• ~-· •• 1•··· ·,·. J ., ... IJI 1 1f,·.•: .·.·, removaI:prodticts. ,\ . . '- ........... · . ·,. . '·'·:·.·" •'·~·. :'. 
,.,.;,,. '''T), 1"', --1 •r:rt'•'i •_.••1 ,,.,. :.·,,·.,.• ·,· ,.·.· .·_ • · •• •• • ... • ._·,.·.,·,,1'. ,··· '",.·,,, ,_-:'·'· ,, , l• ? ,,: :• ,, ' •• ·~.:· ...... ! ,.,1 j .:;-- .. ; ·'' i ... 

While!the. EP<>A i~ rce~idering-p0ssible-voluntaty.-and· regulatory; actions to address. the 
concerns of usage of DCM, I would like to highlight the concerns presented to me by small ..... , 
manufacturers. Th~se include the absence of a substantive financial report that outlines the 
potential eco~omic impact of this rule on small businesses; a quantified assessment of the 
economic and consumer risks associated with DCM; and the lack of enhanced labeling 

alte~~~v~~ to the propose~ rule. 1 • 
1
• 1 ., .,, • Jl , 't "O' rci.: t? bi,~aG···~: ·:~ ~;.-:\ '.. ···-;..,,,~.,, : .. '·' ~"'... . . _ /.l ! ... 'I.'! L:: ... :• ; •'-\ .. :,•J ·,f" .... JJ,, • ., • 'J , .. ,, ... ,: :\.- .1.,. ~J .. -= ...... ·~; 

I-Q!-ft.ntbtft' lh¢it ~lamii,;-tht1,tecehtly:enacted TSGA!'overha't:1:r:as;updated iti"'file,Frarik, •1 
• 

Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st Century Act requires the EPA to consult and coordinate 
. with -~llier":fcideriif agencies to minimize the burdens resulting from duplicative regulations 

~ ... , • ." · ;11° ·, "•JL ,., '("11 1 1 1 'I,•' .,. .. 't. h•lJ ,, 'lo.... :• I('" Jtf• 

suwect to the;\~~- ~~:.it w~ )[~~~~- to my a~~1~~n thai Os~, CPSC, and EPA ~eady 
regulate products containing DCM.~e issues presented by small manufacturers have raised 

••o' II O' I f •, ,• o> 

oonc'erns regarding tli~ implementaHori of this rule, and the subsequent financial ~pact 
manttl'acturers ~oul,d suffer_ because of additional regul~tions imposed. 
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As this public comment period for this proposed rule is close to an end, I respectfully 
request that your agency take into consideration the concerns that have been risen by small 
manufacturing businesses across the nation, including those in my district I appreciate your 
review of my concerns and look forward to your prompt response. 

Sincerely, 

StephenF. Lynch 

Member of Congress 



lJNITED STATES ENVIRONMENT Al. PROTECTION AG EN.CY 
WASHING:roN, 0.C .. 20460 , 

The;i-Ionorable Stephen F. Lynch 
l).S: House of Representatives 
Washington.,.D.C, '.20515 

Dear Congressman ·Lynch: 

MAY 3 0 ·2017 
OFFICE OF CHEMICAL SAFETY 
AND pOLLLiJION PREVENTION 

Thank.you for the letter of April 11; 2017, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agenqy 
re·gardingthe proposedrulemaking oh.methylene chloride. . 

Your. feedback: is. important to the agency as we implement the amended Toxic" 
Substances ·control Act (TSCA) and .consider ~he nt!X\ steps on methylene chloride. ln a 2014 
assessment; the EPA identified serious risks to workers and. consumers :f1'om methylene chloride 
wheil used as a painttemover. Long-,terin effectsinchide harm to the central 11ervous system, 

· fiver toxicity; and cancer. Short -'term ( acute) exposures to work~rs .and consumers, induding 
.. bystanders, can result in harm to the central nervous system, or neµroto:idcity;, cau~irrg dizziness, 
wcapacit~tion; and, ip. ~ome reported c.ases, death. The EP Ns effort to address these .ri$ks has 
beep underway ~irtce 2014. Section 26(1)(4}ofTSCA~ as amended,.authorizesthe agency to 
move forivardwitha finalrule to regulate methylene c;hloride: 

Informed by consultati9ns with methylene chloride users, small businesses/and other. 
affectt!d. entities; the EPA found thateffective and sa.fer products are available: for ~irtoaily all 
p·aint.and coating removal. applications of methylene chlo(ide. Thus, the. EI>A proposed on 
.January 19, 2017, to prohibit manufacture (including import), processing, and: distribution in 
;commerce ofrnethylene chloride when u~ed as a paint remover, and to,prohibit commercial use 
of methylene chJ9ride .for paint an~ cpating removal, except for comm~rcial furniture .refinishing, 
whicft tlle agency ph:111s to address in a separate proposal. The agency re~entJy extendedthe 
public coriirilent peri()d for this notice of proposed rulemaking until May 19, 2017. The issues 
·n1isecl inyour letter havealso:been rtotedby other C()nuilenters and will be carefully considered 
as the ag(mcy develops ne?'t steps. . - . . . 

Internet Address (URL)· http1/www.epa.gov 
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Again,:thanJ< you·for your letter; lfyou hayefurther questions; _p}ease.c~ilta~t rrie or your 
staff may:contict Sven~ Erik Kai};er in the EPA' s _ Office of Congressional an·d Intefgovernruent~ 
Reiationsai ka:iser:sven.:erik@etntgov or at{202) 566_.:2753. - -

Wencly Clelaticl+Iaµrnett 
Acting Assistant A¢rhinistrator 
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Qtungress of tile 111~iteb S}tates 
l!las4ingtnn. BQC 20515 · ~. 

Secretary Pruitt 
Envjrqnmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania. Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. · 

Dear· Secretary Pruitt, 

May 11, 2017 

,, 
'-.1; 

We are writing to expi:ess strong opposition to proposed cuts to the LeadRisk R~ducti~n JJrogram and the 
proposed elimination of the Toxic Substances Control Act Section 404(g) Lead-Based Paint Programs · 
grants. Lead-based paint has been outlawed in the United States for nearly 30 years. Elevated blood lead 
concentrations in children are linked to brain damage, learning disabilities; and behavioral issues., The 
scientific consensus, supported by the American Academy of Pediatrics, is that thete is ri.~ safe leyel of 
blood lead concentration in children. Yet in more than 3,000 neighborhoods in the United'States; over 10 
percent of children have elevated concentrations of lead in their blood. · ·: •' · · 

The Lead Risk Reduction Program trains renovators working in buildings that may contain lead-based 
paint to uphold federal safety standards. Thirty-six states rely entirely on the federal government to 
provide this training. The Lead-Based Paint Programs grants help offset the cost to states and tribes 
developing and implementing their own lead risk prevention programs, a vital tool in efforts to end 
childhood lead-poisoning. The reduction or elimination of these programs would represent a tremendous 
step back."Wards in the decade~-long effort to guarantee all children a safe place to live. 

Furthermore, a 2009 study found that every dollar invested in lead paint hazard control results in up to 
$221 in net savings. Children with lead-poisoning require medical treatment and are likely to need extra 
support in school and have lower lifetime earnings. Directing our resources towards prevention protects 
not just public health but public dollars. 

In every corner of the country, children are being poisoned by their own homes. While no community is 
immune, the scourge oflead exposure disproportionately impacts working- and middle-class families that 
struggle to afford the costly renovations required to keep their children safe. For these families, this 
funding is a lifeline. Eliminating it will keep thousands of American children directly in harm's way. 

'&K~ 
JosephP. Kennedy, m 
Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

PRINTED ON IIECYCLED PAPER 

Daniel T. Kildee 
Member of Congress 
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ouise . Slaughter 

'1/1(,;J,,J. [ ~ 
Michael E. Capuano 

~~b~ 
Niki Tsongas . ~ Seth Moulton 
Member of Congress 

~ .,_ M. CJ~ 
_ .. , ; . therine Clark -, . ~ _' \ . . , . 
. - ' 'Member ofC9ngress - . . - . -
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Daniel Kildee 
U.S. House of Representatives 
327 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Kildee: 

OFFICE OF THE 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

Thank you for your letter of May 11, 2017, to Scott Pruitt, Administrator of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, expressing concern about the agency's Fiscal Year 2018 President's Budget, 
submitted to Congress in May, for the Lead Risk Reduction program and the Toxic Substances Control 
Act Section 404 Lead-Based Paint Program grants. 

The Administrator remains committed to protecting human health and the environment by preventing 
lead exposure to children oflow-income and non-low-income families. The Lead paint certification 
program that administers training to renovators and contractors for states and tribes will continue under 
the Chemical Risk Review and Reduction program. · 

The EPA will work collaboratively with states, local governments, tribes, and Members of Congress to 
provide flexibility to address this important priority. The President's Budget focuses federal funding for 
core work in air and water quality, contaminated land clean-ups, enforcement, and ensuring the safety of 
chemicals in the marketplace. The budget aims to reduce redundancies and inefficiencies and prioritize 
the EPA's core statutory mission of providing Americans with clean air, land, and water. While many in 
Washington insist on greater spending, the EPA is focused on greater value and real results. With 
support from our state and local partners and by working with you and your colleagues in Congress, we 
can make a real difference in communities across America . 

. Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact James Blizzard, in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations, at 
blizzard.james@epagov or (202) 564-1695. 

Sincerely, 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on Recycled Paper (Mimmum 30% Postconsumer) 



DWIGHT EVANS 
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!2021 225-4001 

DISTRlCl o•rig; 
7174 OuO.'l."TZ AnNU6 . . 

PwJ Alll.1 PHIII, PJ\'19138 
(215) 278-03,IO 

Administrator .Scott Pruitt 

fltongte~~ of tbt ltnitell $tates 
J,ousc o( ·l\tprcscntatibeg .. · 

ma~ingtotJ. me 20515 
April 21, 2017 

The Environmental Prorection Agency 
1200 _Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington. DC·20004 

Dear Administrator Pruitt 

/ 1-00(Y-86ro 

COMMIITEE ON SMALL BUSINESS: 
Ecr.lNOM10 GROWnl, TM AND CAPITl\l Acem;s 

SuocOMMtrn;E fl.w1:i>.'<l MtMaa< 

CONTlll\v-nNQ A.'iO ~ &Joc:oiw.&rnE 

AGRICULTURE COMMITlcE: 
. , NUlllnlON Stnll:o>.i."ll'lB: 

. . . lrirEsrocic AND POl!rlGN AGR!Cl..1.:.Una 
SU1tt:m.1,MT1£C • 

. . . - -· . .· •. .. - . ·.I . ' 

Pennsy~ia has a long history .of. environmental. concerns ~t require the constant work of entities such 
as·the Office of Environmental Justice within the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 
{PA DEP) and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Recent actions by the· Administration call 
into question whether there is a concern rot the environment and the natural resources that the state of 
Pennsylvania is home to. Additionally. wiqi the resignation of Mustaf~ Ali, ~e liead of the 
Environmental Justice Program at the'EPA, there is a beighteoed· concem for how the Administration will 
bangle e_nvironmental justice concerns, and the Administra(ion'-s p_l~ to· protect our in6st vulnerable 
communities., · · . . · .. · · · · · · · . 

Mustafa Ali-'$:i'esignati~n i~ unprecedented~ be work~ in ~e ageqcy for twep1;y-four y~~~ aUthe \,Vhjle 
t:Jying to ease the burden pf ait: and water pollution in hundreds of pQor •. minority co,nm.,.nities · · 
nationwide.2 As you may know, the budget.cuts proposed by the Administration are incredibly harmful to 
these communities and will have. devastating-effects that will' impact their- lives ~or ~s-to-come: . 

According to ·th~ Presideirt.~s budget, th~ BP Ns b~dget will be submitted ·at'$5.6SS billion, which is a· 3.1 
percent decrease from the previous administration :s budget The pro~s suggested by.the · 
Administration to be eliminated are the Pollution Prevention Program, Toxic Substmces! Lead Risk 
Reduction Programs. Environmental Justice, Water Quality R~search and ·support Grants, and 
Environmental Education. · · · · · 

These programs are ii:nportwtt to.both rural ~d urban neighborhoods nationally, notjust communities in . 
·Pennsylvanfa and Flint, Michigan. Their elimination ·causes file government to prioritize which issues are 
in need of funding and 'determine which· progrmns have run their course. However, the programs that will 
be ~µtwill have a dire~t impa,ct.Qn cliildi'en·a11d fainilie~ in-our <;<>up.try thatm:e the ~~st vulnerable. . 

- ' ,! . . : . ' 

1 Phill Mckenna. "Chief Environmental Justice.Official at EPA Resigns, With Plea to Pruitt·to Protect Vulnerable 
Communities." Inside Climate News. N.p .• 9.Mar.2017. Web. 21 Apr. '2017. (cinline at 
https:/linsidecJimatenews.org/news/090320f7/epacenvironmental-justice-rnustafu-ali-flint-\vater-crisis-dakota-; 
access-pipeline-trump-scott-pruitt) · · · 

·2 Dennis, Brady. "EPA Environmental Justice uadet Resigns; amid White-House Plans to-Dismantle Program.·" The 
Washington Posl. 'WP Company. 09 Mar. 2017. Web. 21 Apr. 2017. (online·at 
htt.ps://www.waRhingtonpost.com/newstcncrgy-envirtinmentt~/2017/03/09/er,as-enYironmentaHustice-leader­
steps.down-amid-whit9::house-plans-to-di~mantle-ptograin/.?11m1 . tenn-= .726c553eb20f); 

PRINTl:D ON RECYCLED PAPER 



. The lead CO{ltaminated water .ji) Flint, Michigan is an example of one of many communities across the 
country tha~ has J,een and cunently remtJfo n,egativ.ely aff~cted by· states ~d schools not actjv~ly checlpng . 
forlead 'in-drinking.water. For 18 months, Flint's water was t?ioted with lead and action was not. taken 
until a pediatrician noticed her patients had elevated levels,of.lead in their blaoa. 

There is-no safe level of lead. for out children to,drink; as,it can stay .in their bodie&'for months before the 
effects oflead poisoning even begin to show. TraQeS ofl~ad affect childrel) 's ability to learn, grow, and 
behave-especially during their early development stages~ . . · ·: · · · · 

Recently, a report set forth by the Pennsylvania Environment and'Pennsylvania Public Interest ·Research·· 
Groups (PIRO)~ hi$fiiighted the water safety issues in Pennsylvania.3 In the report, the following-findings . 
were brought forward: .. 

• Several states have no requirements for schools and pre-schools to address the threat of lead 
•· .Federal rules only apply to roughly ten p~cent.of sclioois and-~re~schools that ~rovide their own 

··water· · · · ' · · -·· · · ·. · '··· · 

• - 1'l~ly 2()0 wa.ter systeins acr9ss the so .$tes had l~v~l~ of lead in their water in ~e excess of 
EPA standards over the last four)iears. . , : . . ' . . . . 

• Lead service lines account.for 50-75 percent or't~d found in taps': 

These·are just a few key points that higbliWtt policies-mid ritles tfuit we niust act on· In order t~ adck~s a 
preventable public· health crisis. Lead poisoning·affects all members of our communities-it transcends · 
the-tax bracket-as it impacts-eve1Y9ne., We neea. ~o·ensure tha~ ati of ,our co~munities are represented in .. 
the process of ov~rco.111ing'~~ epi~mic. · ·· · · · 

·,, . - ~- ,_ . ' . 

For emple~ in Los Angeles County, 'moriit!Jari 17 p~m of i;m~il cl,til~feri t~sted bave sl}o~ el~vated .. , . 
lead l~vels in 'their bloodA The cUl".{eilt average-listing pric;e fpr a home iq Los AngeJes County is $2.9 .. 
million.s. The mayor of San Marino was.stunned and did not know ·of any. poisoning~ in the . 
community, which.displayed the govemment's lack of underatanding:and ieali~tion as to how lead 
reaches everyone, J!Qtjust th9se in l~wer-income n~igbborho~s. , . . . . 

. . ' . •. ;, •' ' 

In Philadelphia, Peru;isylv~i~ accorq.iQg:to the State Oepartnient of}lealth in 29145 Q,iore !}lan 1o'p«cent 
of,children ftom Philadelphia had elevated blood levels.6 In fact. lead problems in the city of 
Philadelphia are -chronic, and are discussed less. Children's b.lood ,levels are elevated pri_m11rily because . 
of lead-based aint . . ' ' . :" ' ' ' .· ·. . •' . ·' .· •' . ' 

. p . ' . . '.' ., . : . '.:, ... ;' . ' 

Lead is found iii water and ol<l paint-:<>ld paint being th~ primary cause 9f why children in Los Angele.s .. 
County and Philadelphia'have highly elevated blood levels. The President's proposed: budget for the EPA 

3 Rumpler, John, and Christina Schlegel. "Getting the Lead Out" Science News 97.7 (1970): 167-68. Feb. 2017. 
Web. Apr. 2017~ (online at · · · · · · . 
httpi/pennenvironment,org/sites/enviroilmenVfiles/reports/P'AE%20Ge{JheLeadOut.pd0 · . ' 

' .... ~ ' - . 

4 Schneyer, -Joshua, "Reuters Investigates: Lead's Hidden Toll Is Felt across L.A.~ "Reutf!Ts. _Thomson Reuters. I 9 
Apr.·2017. Web. 21 Apr. 2017. ( online'at bttp;//www.reuters.com/inyestigatesfrulecial-rcport/usa-lead-lw'.) 

s8eenote4. . ,. ,_ ... 
6 Otterbein. Holly. "lt's·Not Just Flint - Philadelphia Has- a Huge Lead Pr~blem, Too." Philadelphia Magazine. N;p., 
22 Feb. 2016. Web. 21 Apr. 2017 •. (online.at.bttp:/fwww.phillymag.com/citified/2016/Q?../21/philadelphia-lead­
poisoning/} 



underscore the importance of the programs 'that are critical for raising public awareness about lead's risks 
~d how to properly~ workers oq the re~oval of lead-based paint.1 

For the aforementioned reasons, I wa,ntto know: 

l) How the Administration plans to prieritize vuinerable CQJDinunities in order to protect lliem from 
environmental issues that disproportionately impact them? 

2) How the Administration will ensure ·environmental regulations·protect citizens acrtlss the natton 
when the proposed budgefitakes the EPA from a $8.2 bill.ion age1'cy to a 5;6 billion agency? 

,d0.t . (; 
~ V V . ~ 

Dwight Evans 

Member of Con$fess 

, Cabrera, Yvette. nEP A to Cut Programs That Keep Cluldren Safe from Lead. "ThinkProgress. ThinkProgress, 06 
Apr; ·2011. Web. 21 Apr. 2017 .· (online at ht1ps://thinJ;prol!TCSS.org/epa-to-c:ttt·programs-that-keer>:childtAA-safe­
from-lead-ctbe32f49363) 
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UNITED STATES :ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON; D.C. 20460 

JUL 2 0 2017 
OFFICE OF THE 

· CH.IEF FINANCIAL_OFFICER 

_ The Honorable Dwight Evans 
US. House of Representatives 
l 105 Longworth Building 
Washington, D.C.20515 

Dear Congressman Evans: 

Thank you for your letter of April· 21, 2017, to Scott Pruitt, Administrator of the U.S, Environmental_ 
PiotectionAg<::ncy, expressing concern aboutthe agency's Fiscal Year 2018 President_'s Budget; 
subrnitted··.to.Congre~sin May,with regard to how the Adrninisti:ation will ensure environmental 
·regulations protect citizens across the nation with a lower budget and specifically the issue of children's 
lead exposure. 

The FY201-8 President's B uciget requests a total of $2.3 billion for the: Clean Water arid Drinking Water 
- S~te Revohring Fund programs and $20 million for the Water Infrastructure:Finance and Innovation Act 

program. These programs allow states, muni<;ipalifies, and private entities to continue to finance high 
priority infrastructure investments that protect human health and the environment Funding requested 
suppm:ts modenlizin,g the outdated water infrastructure on which the Alncrican public deperids. The 
EPA :will continue to :work to-revise the Lead and Copper Rule, providi1tg.certain.ty to states and tribes, 
Ourfoi;:us ison providing.funding for critical drink,ing and wastewpter infrastructure in areas of-the 
cou:ntry that ne~d help· irilproving their.aging water infrastructure. · 

. Th~ President's Budget focuses federal funding for core work in air and waier quality, contaminated 
tcll1ct clean-ups, enforcernerit, and ensuring the safety of chemicals in the marketplace.The b..;clget aims 
to reduce redµndancies and inefficiencies and prioritize the EPA's core statutory mission ofprovidirig 
Americans·with ,clean air, land~ and w~ter. While-,many in Wa.shirigton insiston greater spending,'the 
EPA is focused on greater value arid real results. With support from our:state and local partners - and by 
working _with. you and your colleagues in Congress, we can make areal differ~nce in coinmun1ties 
across America. . - -

Again, th.nik y01,1 for your letter. If you-have further questio_ns; plea$e contact-me or your staff may 
contact James. Blizzard, in the: EPA' s Office of Congressional and_· Intergovernmental Relations, at 
blizzard.james@epa.gov or (202) 564-1695. 

SinGereiy, 

:--")· 

. ~--.:.....--'--c~-

oom· 
Acting Chief Financial Offic(!r _ 

l_ntemet Address (URL) " http://www.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Prin1ed-wtth Vegetable Oil Based Inks on Recycled Paper (Minimum 30% Postconsumer) 
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~nitcd ~ totes ~cn,(1 re F.NERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Honorable Scott Pruitt 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Office of the Administrator. I IO I A 
Washington. DC 20460 

May 12. 2017 

VETERANS" Ar-FA!RS 

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMIIT!:E 

I um wTiting to request that the Environmental Protection Agency (the EPA) issue fair 
and consistent compliance requirements for all carbon black manufacturing plants as part of 
EPA"s New Sourcc Review investigations and until then. delay current requirements on Cabot 
Corporation ·s carbon black facilities located in Louisiana. 

An American chemicals and performance materials company. Cabot provides 
t:mployment for hundreds of Louisianans. spending roughly $50 million each year on wages. 
goods. and services in my state. The company also employs many more hard working men and 
women at plants in Texas. Oklahoma. Illinois, Michigan. and Massachusetts . 

. As you know. during the Obama administration. the EP/\ issued new requirements on all 
U.S. carbon black producers. including Cabot, under the Clean Air Act. Cabot agreed to these 
changes with the understanding that the entire industry would be held to the same standards and 
compliance <leadlin1.:s. On November 29, 2013. EPA stated .. ··This sc1r/eme111 ll'ill he 1he.firsr 

.re11l,w1c11t n'ad,ed pursuam /0 the EJ>:I ·s N5;R i11ws1iga1io11s ,!(all car/um h/ack 11w1111fi:1cr11ri11g 

p/a111s in t/11! C11i1ed S1a1es. porl '!r,Ju, l:'/1.·I \ 1wtimwl en/im:t!mL'III i11i1ia1ire aimed al reducing 
air pollution.fiY>m lhe larges/ sources'. ·· 

I am told. however. that while EPA reached consent decrees with Cabot and Continental . 
Carbon. the same has not oecurred for otht:r U.S. compclitors. J\s .i result. while Cabot and 
Continelllal Carbon are incurring the costs w comply. other cnmpanics are not. The actions of 
the previous Administration appears to create an uneven playing field with winners and losers 
and seems inconsistent with EPA ·s prior actions. Inconsistent application of lederal laws would 
disproportionately impact those companies cooperating \\'ith EPA. impacting hundreds ofjohs in 
I .ouisiana and dsc\\ here. 

As a result. my constituents arc seeking injunctive relief until EPA has issued compliance 
n:quircmcnts for the entire industry. 

: t-v.r~••-t;•I! u,,,,,1 :.1,:21 tJ c.-•1·_, ... ,.," o~JO.,u •,;.;.i," 1fi5i Lc~11~.v1;; ~ A-.t i.ur 
.. ,, :ti ~,(Jli St." 1 \ l H1.1i ~l. ;w. ;:-c:.: !:iu111 113 

t .... ; c, ... -,J?~_;. •• _ l,\ :,!i::.:'• r,~. ~ ,,,.,:. L:. lt"J.O:J ~.~.-.·•.-,;t~! u~ ;iJ:101 
\:.r.r,i,·~ ,_:,;,·-::; ·!,•:.!; ::.:w-0•::1 <!:ft :i?.:-:>1n 

(i,\:!~ YC'ui1CL' U..-,:0.~ 

St•i"l'l ,lE, 
S1~f\·l.l"~):-;1, LA ii:~. 

l31Si 1'Y.i-j";~_ 



I upprcciatc your consideration ai1d look frinrnrd to your response :.is \\·e work to protect 
American jobs and the environment. 

Sincerely. 

/Ji" II LA.a1c!&, 111. o, 
Bill Cassidy. M.D. 
United States Senator 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C., 20460 

The Honorable Bill Cassidy 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Cassidy: 

AUG - 3 2017 
OFFICE OF 

ENFORCEMENT AND 
COMPLIANCE ASSURANCE 

Thank you for your letter of May 12, 2017, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. We share 
your interest in maintaining jobs in the carbon black manufacturing industry in the United States and 
agree that the law should be fairly and evenly applied to all carbon black plants in the United States. 

Your letter references ongoing enforcement matters that involve, among other things, claims based upon 
the long-standing rules under the Clean Air Act regarding New Source Review. While we cannot 
address the status of enforcement actions or settlement discussions involving any particular company, 
we are working with the relevant parties, and we are aware of the importance of maintaining a fair and 
even playing field. 

In 2007, as part of an effort to focus on environmental problems where federal enforcement efforts can 
make a difference, the EPA initiated investigation of the carbon black manufacturing sector. The EPA 
worked closely with our state partners in Louisiana, Alabama and Oklahoma to achieve two settlements, 
whi~h we believe will achieve significant public health and environmental benefits for the communities 
surrounding these facilities. When fully implemented, the settlements will result in substantial 
reductions in emissions of particulates, sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides, pollutants that have been 
linked to negative impacts on the environment and human health, including susceptibility to respiratory 
infections and asthma attacks. 

We remain committed to working with the other carbon black companies to ensure full compliance with 
the law, including installation of required pollution controls, by all carbon black manufacturing facilities 
in the United States. We recognize the significant environmental and financial commitment of Cabot 
and Continental. We have recently met with both companies to more fully understand their concerns. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me, or 
your staff may contact Carolyn Leviµe in EPA' s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at Levine.Carolyn@epagov or (202) 564-1859. 

Sincerely, 

.-r--.~F:f:t--D 



GREG WALDEN, OREGON 

CHAIRMAN 

ONE HUNDRED FIFTEENTH CONGRESS 

FRANK PALLONE, JR., NEW JERSEY 

RANKING MEMBER 

<!Congre~~ of tbe llnfteb ~tate~ 
11,ou.ue of l\epre.uentatibt.U 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE 
2125 RAYBURN House OFFICE Bu1LD1NG 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6115 

Ms. Wendy Cleland-Hamnett 
Acting Assistant Administrator 

Majority (202) 225-2927 
Minority (202) 225-3641 

May 5, 2017 

Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention 
--~ttS-:-En-vironrrrent.:11-Prote-cttcm-Agerrcy---------- ---. --~- -- -- --- --- --- ------. 

Mail Code: 7101M 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Ms. Cleland-Hamnett: 

Pursuant to Rules X and XI of the U.S. House of Representatives, I write to request a 
briefing from your office regarding the multiple and conflicting reports about the fiscal year (FY) 
2018 budget for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

Every day, EPA's program and regional offices perform vital functions that, among other 
things, help ensure American families have clean air and safe drinking water. However, 
President Trump's March 16,2017 budget blueprint proposed extreme budget and personnel cuts 
tc? EPA, including a 31 percent funding reduction and the elimination of 3,200 employees. 1 An 
internal memorandµm· from EPA Acting Chief Financial "Officer _David A. Bloom, which was 
subsequently leaked to the-press, further underscores that dangerous and significant budget cuts 
may be under conside111;tion. 2 

~----Toe-eommittee-ha~·serious-concerns-that-sueh-severe-budget-and-pers0nnel-cuts-would 
undermine the Agency's critically important work at the expense of human health and the 
environment. In light of unofficial sources identifying the elimination of more than 50 critical 
programs throughout the Agency, the Committee on April 20, 2017 sent a letter to Administrator 
Pruitt requesting a briefing on the Agency's budget request. To date, the Committee has yet to 
receive a briefing in response to this request. · 

1 Office of Management and Budget, America First: A Budget Blueprint to Make 
America Great Again (Mar. 2017). 

2 Memorandum from David A. Bloom, EPA Acting Chief Financial Officer, to EPA 
Acting General Counsel, et al. FY 2018 President's Budget: Major Policy and Final Resource 
Decisions (Mar. 21, 2017). 





Ms. Wendy Cleland-Hamnett 
May 5, 2017 
Page2 

To that end, the Committee requests a briefing from the Office of Chemical Safety and 
Pollution Prevention on how EPA's FY 2018 budget request will affect the ability of the office to 
fulfill EPA's obligation to protect human health and the environment. 

This briefing should include any information concerning the Office of Chemical Safety 
and Pollution Prevention programs and initiatives within the jurisdiction of the Committee, 
including, but not limited to, proposed budget and spending breakdowns, future state and 
regional funding, current and future employment numbers, elimination and consolidation plans, 
and timelines for implementing these broad changes. 

As the Committee with primary jurisdiction over EPA, it is critical that Energy and 
Commerce Members and staff receive accurate and timely information on the current priorities 

1 
____ -----'an=de-<p=lan==-s of the Agency. I appreciate your attention to this matter and look forward to a 

response as soon as possible, but, in any event, by no later than May 18, 2017. -------

Sincerely, 

l~P~.f 

Cc: The Honorable Greg Walden 
Chairman 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 

Frank Pallone, Jr. 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr. 
Ranking Member, Committee on 

Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Ranking Member Pallone: 

MAY 1 6 2017 
OFFICE OF 

CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL 

RELATIONS 

Thank you for your letters to the Agency of May 5, 2017, to the Acting Assistant Administrators and 
Acting Regional Administrators of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, requesting a briefing on 
the agency's Fiscal Year 2018 President's Budget. 

The EPA is working towards developing the President's budget based on the :framework provided by his 
blueprint. However, at this time the EPA is unable to comment further on the FY 2018 President's 
Budget proposal until it is submitted to Congress and publically released. The EPA will provide 
briefings to our Congressional Appropriations and Authorizing Committees on the FY 2018 President's 
Budget proposal following the submission to Congress on May 22, 2017. 

For your reference attached is a copy of our response to your letter dated April 20, 2017 requesting 
Administrator Scott Pruitt to lead a similar briefing. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact James Blizzard, in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations, at 
blizzard.james@epa.gov, or (202) 564-1695. · · 

::Z.L ons 
Associate Administrator for Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs 

Internet Address (URL) • http·/fwww.epa gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Pnnted with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL ·PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr. 
Ranking Member, Committee on 

Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Pallone: 

MAY 1 0 2017 

OFFICE OF THE 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

Thank you for your letter of April 20, 2017, to Scott Pruitt, Administrator of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, requesting a briefing on the agency's Fiscal Year 2018 President's Budget 

the EPA is working towards developing the President's budget based on the framework provided by his 
blueprint. However, at this time the EPA is unable to comment further on the FY 2018 President's 
Budget proposal until it is submitted to Congress and publically released. The EPA will provide 
briefings to our Congressional Appropriations and Authorizing Committees on the FY 2018 President's 
Budget proposal following the submission to Congress on May 22, 2017. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact James Blizzard, in the EP A's Office of Congressional and Intergovemmeil.tal Relations, at 
blizzard.james@e.pa.gov, or (202) 564-1695 . 

... 

. Sincerely, 

Internet Address (URL) • httpJlwww epa gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed With Vegetable 011 Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer. Process Chtonne Free Recycled Paper 



GREG WALDEN, OREGON 

CHAIRMAN 

ONE HUNDRED FIFTEENTH CONGRESS . 

FRANK PALLONE, JR., NEW JERSEY 

RANKING MEMBER 

eroJtgrt£>.U· of .tbt llniteb ~tcJtt..s' 
1£,ojtse of .1\.tprcserttatibts 

COMMITTEE ON- ENERGY AND COMMERCE 
· 2125 RAYBURN Hot1s.e OFFICE BufLDING ;t 

WA~l;IINGTON, DC 205.15-6115 

Ms. V. Anne Heard 
Acting Regional Adininistrator 
EPA Region 4 Office . · . 
U.S. E:1vfrcnmental P.rct~ction.Agency 
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street, SW 
Ailanta, GA 30303-8960 

Dear Ms. Heard: 

MojorilV 1202) 22!>-2927 · · 
Mi11ori1Y 12021 ~3641 

May 51 2017 

Pursuant to Rules X and XI of the U.S. House of Representatives, I write to request a 
briefing from your office regarding the multiple-and conflicting reports about the fiscal year (FY) 
2018'budget for the U.S. Environmental Pro.tection Agency (EPA). 

Every day,, EPA's·program and regional offices pedonn vital functions that, among other 
things, help ensure American families have clean air and safe drinking water. However, 
President Trump's March.16, 2.017 budget blueprint prpposed extreme budget and personnel cuts 
to EPA, including a 31 percent fun~ing recjQction and the elimination of3,200 employees.1 An 
internal memorandum fr9m EPA Acting Chief Financial Officer Oavid A. Bloom, which was 
subsequently leaked to the press, further underscores that dangerous and significant budget cuts 
may be under consideration. 2 

The COI!'h"Uittec has serious concerns that !cwch severe budget·and personnel cuts would 
undennine the Agency's critically-imp.ortant work at the expense of human health and the 
environment. In light of unofficial sources identifying the elimination of more than 5_o·c1itical 
programs throughout the Agency~ the Committee on April 10, 2017 sent a letter tdAdministrator 
Pruitt requesting a briefing on the Agency's budget request. To date, the Committee has yet to 
receive a briefing in response to this request. 

1 Office of Management and Budget, America First: A Budget Bluep1'int to Make 
America Great Again (Mar. 2017). 

2 Memorandum from David A. Bloom, EPA Acting Chief Financial Officer, to EPA 
Acting General Counsel, et al. FY 2018 President's Budget: Major Policy and Final Resource 
Decisions (Mar. 21, 2017). · 



Ms. V. Anne Heard 
May 5, 2017 
Page2 

To that end, the Committee requests a briefing from the EPA Region 4 Office on how 
EPA's FY 2018 budget request will affeet.the ability of the office to fulfill EPA's obligation to 
protect human health and the environment. 

This briefing should include any information concerning the EPA Region 4 Office 
programs and initiatives within the jurisdiction of the Committee, including, but not limited to, 
proposed budget and spending breakdowns, future state· and regional funding, current and future 
employment numbers, elimination and consolidation plans, and timelines for implementing these 
broad changes. 

As the Committee with primary jurisdi~tion.c;,ver EPA, it i~ critical that Energy and 
Commerce Members and 'Staff receive accurate and .timely infonnation oil the current priorities · 
and plans of the Agency. I appreciate your attention to this matter and look forward to a 
response as soon as possible, but, ii1 any event, by no iater than May i 8, 2017. 

Cc: The Honorable Greg Walden 
Chairman 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 

Sincerely, 

~~P~J-
Frank PalJone, Jr. 
R~ing Member 
Committee on Energy ~nd Commerce 



May. 11.. 2017 4:03PM 

SCOTIPERRV 
4llt 01:!llRICT, PENNSVLVANII\ 

120, lDNllWOR'lll Hause Omt:I! l!u11.01N11· 
WASHINGTON. DC 20515 

(2021 22~838 

Ql:Qngress of tb~ ~.i!lnfttb .. ~tatej·;.: . ~ouse of l\tpte~tnflltibe;:·.·_ ... :,.;"<·':; 

··: , . . . . . . . -- ...... <;·'._i..: ·.; •. ·: .~·- :-- .... ~~ ~· :... . • .. -:·:..: \·{=- <r:·_: .. _~ _..... . .-.. , 
. Office of Congressional and Int~govemnietitalR.elatio~}\~t,f~.!:?:'~~\'./f:t 
Envirorunental Protection Agency· .. '· - '! · 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW Rm 3426 _,:;/ 
Washington, DC 204~0-0001 i- ,-·-,.. ,-,-~ 

-, __ ,-:,;,·)r'i.,. •·····,~._-._,. __ .··::-~· ... :~1;:,·:·· ll~fij~~~\frli~~;..,;" __ 
Dear Sir/Madam, ... ,,:;!!', , .';", _. 

TRANSPORTATION AND 
', . INFRASTRUCTURE. 

HOMELAND SECURITY 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

; . Enclos~d· is COITe~ijp;~~n~iJ::ii~W;~~illio~ii~o~.tituent, · . 
. , concerning his requesf!q~q,c~'t'!i~Jm>~~r.Pruitt or EPA staff to 
discuss his ongoing concerns regarding oafa\ss~~Ie~e\tend 'to Mr.  a · 
complete and fair review of this case. . . . . . ' . . . . . . . 

viafax~J:r,~::=~,.;!~~!!t1!9J°r. 
· Perrr,.22~9 East Market St~~!, Yor~,l~JZ402~:gl~~ ~~~ for Your time and 
consideration. I look forwardJg ·yoµr r~pol!Se, ":t . ~"t.~~ .: · .. h.:t :·:'· :,, .. 1: •• · 

. . ;,:'._:..>,;;!,;:;;~~i.T·~:r·~;:~~:.1 ... ~~
1

~··; .• :r-1 ... _)J~ffa~:~~;\. . 
. . i. 

:,. ,·.::. ; 

·,('· Sincerely;··,:. 
,,__ ·- ,._. y::(.,i.~;:•~-'~· .. : "', . 'i 

... 

. ' . : '. ~ ·-~ . . _· ~ . : ) .. 

. -: -'~ 

:!i·. -

. OEllYJiBURG 
· 22 CnAMeEllaauftG S"mEEY 

GETm;tu~c. PA 17326 
. 1717) 338-1111ll 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



May. 1-1. 2017 4:03PM C~ngressman S~ott· ~erry 

'• 

Congressman S~ott G. Perry 050417 

Attn: Robert Rellly 
Deputy Chief of. Staff 
U,S, Rep, Scott Perry (PA-04) 
2209 East Market Street 
York, PA 17402 

... :, . . ~-.;, ~t·,j/:;h(::;:•. '-~'-:- .:..:.~ }"'.' -· ~-.;- . 

Bob.Reilly@maif .house,g~ 
(717) 600-1919 

Subject: Meeting request - Starting over_at EPA HQ 

Congressman Scott Perry, __ . 

No. 0431 P. 3 

As you are aware_ I've been working on a yery l_mpor:tant complex data problem which has been a 
challenge to multiple administrators dating back.years,' . . ' . ' ' . . . . . 

. . ···,;:·- . "i ·; . :·;.! :fl~;-:t· ~~.-·{\:. •; . . < <:! 
Now that Pres. Trump has administrative personnel In p_lace at .the EPA, and -JlO'I{, face~ wltl:1 .~taaUenges of 
Executive Order #13777 resulting In some ofthe·1nternal budgets being cut.up to 5()%, ancl_recently at 
the same time 0MB Director Mick Mulvaney Is asJ(lng for publl.c assistance In knowing what to keep In 

place, Baslcally_~~~- new_Trump AdmJnJ~~~~ I~ rea~~~~!!~)~~~i¾°f ~~~-~matlo~, __ 

With that said and knowing who 1 dealt with at the EPA In the past, ·being some of their key OEI 
personnel, involved wlth'solvlng EO 13650 sec, 5 (b):_the many_locatlonal problems In order to get our 
nations data system bacl( on track,: which ctianges were required to Improve tt'!e lnforma,lon collectlon 
and reporting process~& through~utour 11at1.~~· ··i}1,Ji_i,-~t,:~ ,:.,;: -,; · · '. :: ·r :t~ ~:-.~.-(. , -· 
These problems wlll not go away until the informatio~-·~·lt~ln o~r federal ·sys~em ~ta~lng 'with the EPA, 
who In my opinion -~as the b~st authorlta~ve da~,s,vstem tools et~., being th1:1 Fac!Uty Register 
System/Seivlces (r!RS)"'that- 1~: required to fix-the laJJJ~t n~~lon~l ~ataJ,robleins .we ha~~ thus setting the 
locational data records Jn the system- stralght·so the-A.m,rtcan-~ubtl,~p·protectithelr,loved ones In times 
of ca:lsls or need. · ·" - · - ·. ·· - · · · -- -·, .,-,..,; : · · · ' ;- · · - - · 

. . -'. ·: ~ i-· ,., ;uir.i•l~.' c·;::.r .. 1·nif::~ :.;. : .. ;~, ..... :";r f;:;~/" ... ~/!"'; ,1~: ;.;J,:; ;,::: :·· . i" ::. . ;· .. 

These far-reaching type of data problems(.,Qv£!rl.ap,.m4lllple age"!cles departments etc. which I am hoping 
to explain directly to Adml~lstrator_Prul~~-~hat haP.e~Q~_-1,0.tp!p,s_t;,_l>~for~_. .. ,samebody makes a hasty 
decision, making the situation worse for.,~erv.llQ~YJ·lrlYAlwd~t·-f!~~~~ri~ DO.w ii'-=:·;-,, ,. : 

· · · :-1b:~;·; .: 'f ;· ;i!.'.1~·:. --~':,t.i~~'1!,. ~;~,..~~:_J!,·· -~:·~t::.; r.~-~:., ·: · :· ~-:: .-~ "( _ · . · 
The first step is-to understand what·happ_8cn.e~ ~t~l?~O-f'+if;'i#i"";~~1s;,1:;.i.~-'''-'::. r,: ,:, ... 

summary: · · -~,, , .~·. c, ~;;:.-~tt:~;~;~::~: l\l'i,:~w' ~ ... 
Congressman Scott G. Perry would you.wr:tte a l~U~ri Qf:-!nt,;gay~ijP.1Jif.O_rifl~1tQ,th,new EPA Administrator 
Scott Pruitt requesting a meeting as soQn·_~S..PQ~ts!bl4!1.:.~Q-l(~O:~~P.!,lniqlr-.act,v..i~Q titm.the depth of the 
situation that he will be facing Inside •. ~-,;~~ p_µ~g~. ~f-.~!Eii.P~rt 9f the:T~ump ~dmlnlstration that will In turn 
effect the.much larger IT national publlc-:health,t.J1te:Jif~t9.:)>rPb,Jerrrln Washington DC. that the Director of 
0MB should most definitely know about b_eaiuse.~.-S.TMIPA.~D.,1W~$;-f19.t:·:estabU~hed by others from the 
previous administration days prior to the.-~e>vem.b.er.,,i~.:,..i ~l~,~~RQ,·.\ht~-10,;l'nY,opl_nlon set up the potential 
of a perfect worst-case scenario. for thet fytj,i~l.tHm. .•. ~~m nsti9!',l.s.;;ifcJ;ii.mTins ,,;;· _ - _ 

. - . - .... ,._ .... ,...~,·~--~~:-,;..;.;.>W,;~~ • ..., .. _~:~;~~!~-"::·'.~~~~:.~~- ;· · .... ·•:,'.1 .. -·.,,<.-a. .. .; .. =~: . ~ ,·. . . ~~~tit¥~"·'. ... -·_ ~. 
T_hank you for your assistance. .-, ,,. , · - _ ,.~ -~v _ _ :·_ \_: _ ·"· ; , .. :;:· ~"-.:_:i ~ ·: -:-- ·,, · 

Slncerely, · 

  
 

Seven Valleys, PA 17360 

. ,.. ............. - ~ .. '::. ·. -·:- ,:. -- .. f .. ,__-.:r,,. . 

Phone'.'  - .. _._.,. :_,. 
- ----~ --r 

.... •><: :,\~;:.; ·:f:.-,~;r< ,_·, .·_ :-f,,~r,., ~,:; ·;'/ih.!i to J:h-,ti-,:. ,,_ 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D .. c. 20460 

• '1 .' 

SEP - 8'2016 
~ _, .. I' •• 

The Honorable Scott Perry 

No.0431 

U.S. House o~ R~presen,~~r.~:"es . ·,::'r,i'.;~;~~~i;:,$i~.i~..t~~t~~%;'~i~4.~f\j.:1;:i;i ·:-'.;~.,,,(911t~\v<-- .- . . 
c/o Robert Rellly · · · - - ·· .. ·,~,.,. __ .,,,<'-, ·-' • ,, __ ., · :t,,;1,,;, .!{ti·!'<i> .•• , ... ....::0,, -~-a1~n,~vn.t,i-, ,Jj,,l't'!',·,-:;·,-.~-· F: -·, · · · 

2209 East Market Street · 
Yorki PA 17402 

P. 4 

Thank you fo1·- your letter of July 16; 2016, t~' the, u: s·:_E11vir~nm"e11tal "p r~t e'~tii:m' Agency on behalf of 
your constituent, , requejtl,ng' ii'ri update: cm the' EPA) efforts to improve facility . 
locationi:Jl data quality. _Mr.  also requested the-agency's consideration of a National Outreach 
Community Trai~tlng .prngram to t~ach !l1embers of the public how to use the EPA's Facility Registry 
Service (FRS) widget to help conect locational data en:ors, · · 

We appreciate Mr·.  t~n?mftirti~ to:~:fi~ffa'gcment:1~4ii~t'itrt~g the· EPA with our data 
quality improvement efforts, and we value his knowledge and perspective on this topic. The EPA shares 
Mr.  interest in ensuring the agency maintains high quality facility location information. While 
we have plans to provide a tool that members of rhc public can use to· easily submit facility data 
corrections, that tool has not been developed, yet· ' 'JJ,> ·•;: > ,--'"~ '.,r,-~~' . ·... . . 

,· . ' ~ .... ~ . 

The new FRS widget referenced in Mr. J Jun~ 29, 2016, email does not yet have a public-facing 

compon~nt ~ ':~ ~2f ~ t~~~· _t_h_~ ~JJ-~_as im~,lem~~t~--:_ · fa~ilitl_· l~ot~tw_ i_d __ ~et,[?r i.nte1:rni1 agen.cy users 
and has llltegrateo thls tool mto a~e1~uems'th. ___ Ji!Jyi~ollects~110.w.nent.al-mformat1on from 
regulated entities through the EPA 's Central Data Exchange (an electronic reporting gateway). Below 
are the eight agency systems chat currently use the µ{ci!ify, lool<-eupwidget mid the four that will use the 

0 d . b f1 " .: •'• e ,•' •:, :, ~.J.;;..;.• ,• ••,~;• ~/ \;:. - _,,J'Ji,·1:. .: ~..-.. •' • , • • w1 get1nt enear uture: ._·,., .,,.:;;.-.;;,,."",:",.;.;~,·-~~-,~~,-:·.1_,];:-,, ,c;:t,¥'--r·k:\;•:.,.:·.,-, .- .. 
. - · - . . A,,, .. 1 -~,,~,h:!:;~ i~ ,..,_~~:_..,,.. . . . 

. . :. . · · ~~1!4':t~t"J'~~~ ,. -~.;) ~ • .. ~-~~~~~:~-; ~-1 r:-._;_~_ 
EPA Systems rhm currently use rhefacility look-up ivfdgehP:c: :·i ,1 '"'._ :-::_ --.·- ;,--~- 1 · _ .--, -- · · · 

• Compliance and Emissions Dan, Rep011ing Interface . 
• Toxics Release Inventory -_ · .· . ,. · _,_i ,. __ ·•. /~ _ - · ,. • __ , 

• ToxicsRelease'Jnv~ntcf~rti~7f_.tq1
,.,. :t 

• Section Seven Tracking Syste;:.. : ; ~,,.~~ ,:~,,~~" ·c.' 1' - · 

• Federal Air Rules for Reservatj,§11.s _0t¥i!ir::'."R*,P.Qtiiritf§y~i~m,~::;~'\)~~~:' 1 
:, ,; ' . · 

• Chemical Safety and ~esti~id:~~·,f#.9.gi;(im~':!~f~:_:,·t~t:~·~,.~~'.".:~t,-i,(/ tiir '.' • _ ! : · -

• eDisclosure "''/ ·-,'·/~'\:"'1_: ~.J.t.Mil~zf!J<:,:f.~f'~;~-,"',¼~:... . 
• . E-Enterprise Portal - Compliance and Emission~ .D~.ta Reporting Interface, Chemical Safety and 

Pesticides Program, and eDisclosilie availa~i~,iutf~ntfj,;: :_·'.::. '.. :; : '. . . - -
.,1· ,::,:~_.-. 11-,t:!.;{f.~'.i ct Ll'i~! JU' t.11 1: ... ·- 1 .·,.;·: :-'~\_r~-.f . .',.i·-1 . 

EPA Sysiems that l'liiff'ule rli°t:fa'tfi'
0 

, ·~: :. ~ u . . - .... .-.- - . •!'_·"" .. ·_._>.\' ·_?_,.-... , . 
,, ... ,,., tu'' . ~.;i, ,--.i.;; r r~·! ~ ./ 1 

• E-Manifest (currently under~~1e,l9p;eN:-'::1 '· ,l~~\\,o.: ;:'. 'i~;;;,;;~._'~{,;Jt::fj';:· ''. ' ' 
· fotomet Addres!I (URL)·• ll!tj):/Nw,w.epa..gov · · ·. · ;.;,< .,_ 

Recycled/Recyctoblc ~!n111ed w11~ v:~~!~o.-~I~~~;{:;;;:~ ~~ro~119 Pree Recyclad Paper 

. . . ·:._ :,. ;<~;~j: ~ ... __ ... :·': ·-, ·. ' ., ': . 
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(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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The facility look-up widgei: allows users to search for,facility Infonnation within FRS and associate the 
information with their electronic submfssfon to. aiiE)?.).:~i;cgu)atoiY,ptogiam:. ,Facility information can 
also be corrected within the widget; data elements such as facility name, address and location can be 
changed within the widget and updates sent to both FRS and the connected system. The facility look~up 
widget has led to improved data quality for facility infoonation, as well as dr~atic time savings for 

both direct reporters and .a~~~~~~~\\~F;.:f~~~JYl~-i~~!iiJfr ~i4$et. _ ·. 

0:ur ongoing dialog with.Mr.  has provided u.~·with a bettei; understanding of the requirements for 
a version of the faciiity look-up widget .~at e~ab18.8:_, ~ t4j\p ·: 11~Iic.to re_ port. an.· error for_ facility locational · 
~formation, for the benefj.t ~f e;µierg~_n:~Y;-~~sp~~~~~f~.,~W~ILµse his i~put, as an 
mfonned stakeholder, when we develop an outreacli strateg~,for-;tlie ptibhc-facmg tool to improve the . 
error reporting process when it becomes available. At this time there is no scheduled ·release date for the 
public-facing tool. However. we anticipate the development of'.the improvements to the error reporting 
process to begin during the second quarter .o{ ftscal .yew.7017 du~ t<u>ther FRS_$ystem updates. We wilJ 
work With the agency's program offices;·such as the·offfceiofLand~and Em.ei-"gency Management, to 
leverage existing stakeholder communities·of interest to identify the best approaches for training and 
awareness, including state and local emergency .response an~ environm~ntal justice communities, 

._ .. , ... ,,_./; ___ ~·,·:., 

A~ain, thank·;~~,f~i~~~~-i~ri~r:lfy<>u· $lve·furtker, · ues··on~i · i~\ht~}(·:~ · ~:·-:·· 
.. _: _ · · '. ·-,. ·: - · . - · --··_ ---:~;5:t~-~;~~ :~n~,i·J~i~~.\.i.~~.!-H~!·{-?(: k·d ·-:~f~~, ~. 1• ~ ~ 

.. . .. -~t· 1- .... : ·j,.,,~ ~-:~:.:~. ii~:f . .;:r~~~;i::: .. ~:~;- ~;t~:- V,'='~H d-~. :J,, .. $.\:-~· .. v.·.,. ·· 

:• ,. ,,jh:.t?:f~~:,;p~ry/~~\ :~•:~;ti~i:'){.· _:· 

- -·· f/ __ ..,._ 
.·:ri, 

!""'(" I 
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Scott Pruitt 
Administrator' 
Environmental ·Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Office of the Administrator, 1101A 
Washington; DC 20460 

Dear Administrator Pruitt: 

April 27, 2017 

I 1- (JuO-¥?'33 
COtlMITTEtB: 

ARMED SERVICES 

ENVIRONMENT AND 
PUBLIC WORKS 

COMMERCE, SCIENCE 
AND TRANSPORTATION 

. SMALL BUSINESS AND 
. ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

I am writing 1o request that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) delay _ 
implementation of new requirements on Continental Carbon Company and Cabot Corps carbon 
black production facilities. 

More than 300 people work for Continental Carbon at its facilities in Oklahoma, 
Alabama, and Texas. Continental Carbon is a crucial part of these local economies. In small 
towns like Ponca City, Continental Carbon is one of our largest employers; providing good, high­
payingjobs. All told, Continental conservatively invests approximately $140 million in 
economic value in American communities every year. 

Cabot employs 1500 people across Oklahoma, Louisiana and Texas. Cabot's investment 
in local communities is $360 mi11ion annually in communities form Pryor, Oklahoma to Ville 
Platte, Louisiana These are very high paying jobs with an average annual salary of $70,000, 
which is an income levels not easily replicated in these communities. 

During the previous administration, F.PA implemented a national enforcement initiative 
to control emissions from carbon black manufacturers. It is my understanding th~t EPA has 
investigated and issued notices ofviolation,under the Clean Air Act to all 15 of the carbon black 
plants in the United States, but has only reached settlements with Continental Carbon and one 
other company that collectively operate sL'{ of those 15 plants. I am concerned that EPA's 
selective enforcement is creating an unfair marketplace. 

The U.S. carbon black industry has only five competitors who operate the 15 plants in 
Oklahoma, Texa,;, Alabama, Louisiana and Kansas. In 2014, Continental Carbon and Cabot 
each chose to resolve the EPA's notices by entering federal court consent decrees, agreeing to 
invest hundreds of millions of dollars to install stringent new controls at their plants in order to 
reduce emissions of air pollutants and spend an additional tens of millions in operating costs 
every year. 

Continental Carbon and Cabot have each already made substantial capital investments as 
required by the settlements. Each is almost finished installing controls at one of their respective 

http://1nhofo,scnatc,!j0V 



plants, and projects are already well underway at their four remaining plants to meet the 
September 2018 and June 2021 deadlines imposed by the settlements. The companies are 
advancing these projects to meet the deadlines, but if the current schedules are not amended, they 
could be forced to shut down. The EPA will be running these two companies - with the cleanest 
manufacturing plants in the business- out of business. This cannot be the EPA's goal. 

The actions of the previous Administration have created an uneven playing field. This is 
untenable in a highly competitive industry where a small change in price of l to 2 cents/pound 
can make the difference in retaining or losing business. While I know you cannot rewrite the 
complicated history of this issue, in your new capacity there are actions you can take to address 
the situation. 

A positive first step would be for EPA to ask the courts to stay immediately the. 
compliance deadlines contained in Continental Carbon and Cabot Carp's consent decrees. This 
would provide these companies with immediate relief and allow EPA time to determine what 
rules all of these facilities will abide by, not just a few of them. 

I appreciate your consideration and look forward to your prompt response. 

Sincerely, 

United States Senator 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C., 20460 

The Honorable James M. Inhofe 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Inhofe: 

JUL 1 2 2017 OFFICE OF 
ENFORCEMENT ANO 

COMPLIANCE ASSURANCE 

Thank you for your letter of April 27, 2017, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. We share 
your interest in maintaining jobs in the carbon black manufacturing industry in the United States and 
agree that the law should be fairly and evenly applied to all carbon black plants in the United States. 

Your letter references ongoing enforcement matters that involve, among other things, claims based upon 
the long-standing rules under the Clean Air Act regarding New Source Review. While we cannot 
address the status of enforcement actions or settlement discussions involving any particular company, 
we are working with the relevant parties, and we are aware of the importance of maintaining a fair and 
even playing field. 

In 2007, as part ofan effort to focus on environmental problems where federal enforcement efforts can 
make a difference, the EPA initiated investigation of the carbon black manufacturing sector. The EPA 
worked closely with our state partners in Louisiana, Alabama and Oklahoma to achieve two settlements, 
which we believe will achieve significant public health and environmental benefits for the communities 
surrounding these facilities .. When fully implemented, the settlements will result in substantial 
reductions in emissions of particulates, sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides, pollutants that have been 
linked to negative impacts on the environment and human health, including susceptibility to respiratory 
infections and asthma attacks. 

We remain committed to working with the other carbon black companies to ensure full compliance with · 
the law, including installation ofrequired pollution controls, by all carbon black manufacturing facilities 
in the United States. We recognize the significant environmental and financial commitment of 
Continental and Cabot. We have recently met with both companies to more fully understand their 
concerns. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me, or 
your staff may contact Carolyn Levine in EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at Levine.Carolyn@epagov or (202) 564-1859. 

Sincerely, 

---.r..~::n~» 
Acting Assistant Administrator 
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The Honorabie J. Christopher Giancarlo 
Acting Chairman 

_May 9, 2017 

. Commodities ·Futures Trading Commission · 
Three Lafayette Centre · · 
· 1155 2J~t St.-NW . 
· W~shington? DC 205~ 1 

.- . ,, : . 

The Honorable Jay Clayton 
Chairman ·· 

Sesµriti¢s and Exchange Commission· 
100 F St. SE 
Washington: DC 20549 

- . . . ' 

TheJ:Ionorable Scott Pruitt 
Administrator 
U $. · Env,ir()nmental Prqtection Agency. 
1200 Pennsylvania. Ave. NW 
Washington, DC 20004 · 

pear Acti.11g Chairman Giancarlo, Chairman Clayton, and Admihisttator-Prui tt: 

We are ~vriting to. requ¢st thatyo4.r agencies investigate whether Carlkahn violated insider _tra<iing 
. Jaws_; anti-·market m.anipulationlaws, or any other relevant laws based on his rdc::ent actions.in the · 
market for renewable fuel credits, . . . 

On b.c~cmber 21,'2016, President Tn\n}P named Mr. Icahn :'speciaJ advisor to the PresideJJt on 
issues relating to regulatory reform." 1 l)espite this role, Mr .. " Icahn continues· to retain his massive 
busiQess interests; indu9ing Sef\'ing as the majority owner of CVR Energy, a petroleum refining 
coinpany thatis heavily involved in the renewable.fuel credit_ market. . .. 

Mr. Icahn "madea massive bet in 2016" that the price of the renewable fuel credits would drop.2 

He then - as an unpaid adviser to President Trump - recommended-personnel and policies that did 
in fact cause the pri~e of thc:se credits to drop. The net result was an ''impossible" "rare profit" on 
the credits, "a $50 million turnaround'' frorri Mr. Icahn's initialinvestmcnt? · . . . . . 

1 Trump Transition Press,Release, President-Elect boriaidJ.TrumpNames Carl; Icahn Special 
Advisot to the President on Regulatory Reform (Dec.21, 2016). · · 
(http:/iwww.presjdency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=l l 9884). · 
2 Reuters~ Chris Prentice and Jarrett Renshaw, Inside Edge ,:_Trump Advisor Icahn.'s B~g Bet 
against Biofuel_s: Credits {Apr. 12~ 2017)(http://www.reuters.com/artic le/us:.usa,;biofuels..,foahn.:. 
exdusive-idUSKBNl 7EOD6). ·. . . . : ·· . . . · . 
3 Reut~rs, J~rrett Renshaw andChris Prentice, Big Short Position on Biofuels Oene·rated Profit.for· 
Icahn's Refiner (May l,,20.l7).(http://www.reuters.com/article/us-cvr-energy:-bi·ofueis-
idUSKB~f 7X2HX). . . . . 



. . . 

The~e.actions, and the_massiyeprofit earned-by Mr.·kahn,.-raise dear=qu~s.ifot; about:wherliil'.he .. 
irtay-ha\iy viol~telco}iflict:of-tQterest rules thllt appiy ,t<igoverpmcntofficials; 4 Th~se questi9ns'c1rf · 
besfa~dres~ed ;by 'the Office ofWhhe House Coupsel, :the Off{ce:of Govetnrn~nt;: Ethici;: a'.nq'th~ ; . 
·Department of Justice: 

. . . . . 

But questions regarding ii;isider tradb1g ancl marke(manipulatio'r{qften~wibi:e fileFcreditsiaJr -· 
squareiy withiti ·yoµr agencies; Junsdi¢tion: The issµance and trading of reriewablffoetcr~dwt .·· ._ 
(referrea;fo a~ Rehew;ble )dentificationNumbers,' or RINs) fajls>withi,n_tbejuds~jct1611:of the·EJ>A; .· 
)ind the EPA and the CFTC work together, to .c~risure:fotegrity·~n the;RIN inarl{et3 :The 1)6dd;Fraii1i:' ' 
Ora,~/~lsogrante.d _CFTC hrnact,authority to f!event ipsider:fradirig ai:id oth¢trrtarketmanipul~tiofrin 
corniriociities niark~ts and futur~s inarkets. Fi11a11y ,to ttie <:::<tent that any aciioii_s.tatc~.ri;b{~r;:. · •· : 
:Icahn in hfscapacity as a11 adviserto Presideri.f Trlllpp 3,ffeded CYR;S:stock'.valu~1 :qr_ t~e ac~µracy . 
of .the company' Saill}uaJand quarterly fin1c1ncial repbrting and discJosur~; tlie.;)SEC::'h~jurisclic;tio1t 
'to iirvesffgate these matters._ . . . .. . . ' .. . ' 

;R.enewat,Jefuetctedit insider ttading and market rna~ipu,iatiog hi,u-tsall_ pa~i,¢s,jr1¢luding 'biofuef.' : 
. .pfoau~ets. anctt.etfoeries,:anct ptibli¢Iy availably evideI1~er~ises'seri9us questions iihoufMrj: 1c~Jmrs· _ 
conduct Overthe course of 20 l 6;jnch1ding the months immedfately ptiorto an.ct'following: \ ..... 
Presideri.1:Trump' ~ ~l~ctirin, dVR E~ergy del11yed purchas~s qf neJ¢ssa.ry r~ne\\f~hle'f(l(!l\-:reqits an~ 
lllStead ,s_oldmiliions oftllem, .. This ~'cotinterirituitiye trading strategy:.,; ' [ was] 'and th*t j(coµJd Buy . 
the ffedits,ihyoulJfnee:ctJater.atlower Prices:''7 . . . .. . , · .. ·. . . c ;_ .": '.•. '': ; ,;> 

' . 

· Mr: .. I2'ahil: secured a ,position a{a Je.niot :·adyiser to presidentJrurnp, frdnfwljlcb he·w~, accotdingc' 
to pr~ss:report~;iabk to int1uence qecisioiis that Jr9ve :dqwrithe priceiiftlie credit$. betctile<l · 
reporfing by Reuter~ noted ,''severaFpol itical ~~v·entt that droye dq.Wn tlie ptic~ qf Hie cred1ts·:and: ·· 
'tienefitf¢dCV~Yand Mt:· kalu{ ~- Mr; ·fo~ ieport~dly:advis~dlre§ident .T11,1nip-to'.9ho()selvt{Prui~~ 
.~ critic ,of th:e renewable.fuel crei:liprograrri,as :EPA·Adn;iin_isfrator;9 When" Pr~side1it.tr;ump 'didi 
.s~,.tb.e·price_:ofthe dreditifdt6ppecLby approxii,nately 20'¼'. Then, ~fter F~~ruary2t2017, \V~en. . 
. pres.s'rep9rtsj11dicated·tbat•Mr:Ic~n:had presen\edth¢.Whit¢'.l-Joµs¢v1fth executive_ Jarigiiage:tc{' :. : ' 
.mpdify: theretJewa9.Ie -fllel -Qredi t progra1n; · RIN market prices dropped. aga,inHbx approxiril_at~ty, a\ "- · _: 
third/re~~hing'a ,17:;~orith lo~ that-represented .about .a70%; d¢din;e from· th~· N.55\'.emb~r _201~'.peak: iostofthe credits; 19 . . ·, . . . . . . . . , . .. . . . . . . : -: . 

4 S~i: e.-g::1fu:.s:e:·§§20L~io9;:J:~:s
1

!C.·app:.§§ii s~q.;·:·5·.(ZFR:,Prut2535.,· s~ EPA,CFTC~EPA Memoran4um cifUridersta11djng (March 1}~: 20}6t ' .· ;{ . ' ... ··· -
c.(https:i/yvww.epa:gov/renewa6Je-ftlel-standar<;I.;program/cftc~epa~q1ern.e>tandum~understancliilg} . 
'.~ P.t IJJ-:-203.;§ 7$3:: - . - > ·_ . .-- . · .. . .· · . · . . . . <: :.:,, > : · -.• · 
·. 
7 ,R~liters,Cfuis. Preritice and Jarrett Renshaw,inside Edge:':" Tnu:np ,Advisor Icalµ1''s :Big :Bet .. · '·.I: .. 

. . ag~in.stBiofueJsCredits(ApLJ2,20l7).' .· ·.·.· .. · , · .- ,., --_ .. <;> · ... ·,, :,·.•: .><::;'; .! · 
8 l_l~utefsi Chris Pr~ntice and}arret(Renshaw~·lns\de Edg~ ·:.:..:TrUII1p AdV:tsorJ~ah.ri,' s ~tg B~t,:. 
againstBiqfile\~.Cr~di\s(J\pr.'12,20F~) .• :,,<:<:< <: . .:·: .; :·.,,,: t,._;· -,: >' 
9 _Cl'{BC;[rump N~rnesJc_ahn',as· SpeciaJ;,Aqyiso_r cin, R~gulation;:V'ow.sfo Shred. Ob~<J.R_t1l.es. 
(D,ec. ·21, 2o'i 6) (http://W\,V\1/.pnqc,c01rt!2:m 6i121211trump-to~narne;ci~ahh:;:as".'spe~iaL-a,d':is~r;.cini· 
J'egulatocy~overh~uf~repqrt;htnil). -. .· ; ''. : '. : :- ' ·, . >· : - -: .; .. ; i '. • . .· 

• 1 Q_ R,eutet's~>Chijs Prenti~e::,a11tl:J,artefoRe~shaw; Inside Edge ~ T riiajp, AdvisoiJ9ajlh' s Big· !3ef 
againsrBiOftwls Credits (Ap~. 1i2pi1r , . .. . . . ··. . ... . . . . . . . . . 



While this was occurring, most refiners were accumulating credits to satisfy renewable fuel 
standards - but CVR was offloading credits they would need to purchase again later in 2017 in a bet 
that the price for RINs would continue to plummet and they could buy them at that later date at a 
discount. 11 · · - · · · . . · · - · · . .· ·· · 

The net resultwas a $50 million windfaHfor CVR arid Mr. Icahn: One analystdescribed this 
windfall as "impossible;·.-: No one has ever done anythi1rn like this ... Yo-q're 'essentially betting that 
that you really believe there's a strong probability the government will make a change for the 
(biofuels) program. Most people are uncomfortable making a directional bet like that."12 But Mr. 
Icahn was in a unique position to know and impact the ·airection of government policy - and 
evidence suggests that he did so. 

We have no way of knowing at this time whether Mr. Icahn made any of his renewable fuel credit 
trades or decisions abo~t trades based on material, non-public information o~_otherwise manipulated 
the market. But the publicly ·available evidence is troubling, and based on this evidence, we ask that 
your agencies investigate whether.Mr. Icahn's conduct violated any laws under your jurisdiction. · 
Specifically, we ask that your investigation include: 

1. The precise nature and extent of Mr. Icahn's communications with President Trump and 
other Administration officials during and after the Presidential transition. 

2. The extent to which Mr. Icahn influenced the Trump administration's decisions that affected 
the market for renewable fuel credits and associated markets. 

3. The extent, timing, and rationale for Mr. lcahn's decisions relating to CVR's purchases and 
sales of renewable fuel credits, and the outcome of these decisions. 

4. The extent to which Mr. Icahn had access to material, non-public information or provid_ed 
such information to the media or the public, and whether he might have used this · · 
information in his decisions regarding renewable fuel credits. 

5. An analysis of whether CVR's SEC quarterly and annual reports appropriately disclosed 
information relevant to Mr. Icahn's decisions regarding renewable fuel credit investments 
and their impact on the market and on CVR stock prices. 

An additio11al complication of this matter will be potential· recusals of Administrator Pruitt· 
and Chairman Clayton from fasues involving Mr. Icahn. Mr. Icahn was reported to be heavily 
involved in interviewing candidates to for SEC Chairman, and Chairman Clayton has acknowledged 
that he met with Mr. Icahn after he was nominated as SEC Chair. 13 Similarly, Mr. Icahn was 

11 Reuters, Chris Pre~tice and Jarrett Rep_shaw, Inside Edge-Trump Advisor Icahn's Big Bet 
against Biofuels Credits (Apr. 12,-2017). , . . . . 
12 Reuters, Jarrett Renshaw and Chris Prentice, Big Short .Position on .Bio fuels Generated Profit for 
Icahn's Refiner (May 1, 2017) (http://www.reuters.com/article/us~cvr.,.~n_ergy,-biofuels- · 
idUSKBN l 7X2HX). . . . . . 
13 Reuters, Exclusive - Wall Street Lawyer Jay Clayton Emerges as Trump's Top SEC Choice (Jan. 
4, 2017) (http://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-usa-trump-sec-exclusive-idUKKBN 14N 1 Y 4 ); Reuters, 



\ . , -· . :, · _ . ·:t .···1·1' • -

involved in President Trump's choice of Administrator Pr:uitt for EPA Administrator, ,and reportedly , 
discussed renewable fuel p,ennits issues with him on several.occasions prior to his. nomination. 14 

, • 

These contacts, and Mr. lcahn's role in selecting both Chairman Clayton and Administrator Pruitt,, 
may mean that recusals are necessary in order to prevent conflicts of interest, or the appearance of 
conflicts of interest, as,your., a~encies inves~g~te ~is matter. We therefore asJ{ thatyou provide us 
with ~ormation ~n whether Adminis~tor Pruitt or ~hainnan q~yto:µ will be recusing themselves . , .. , 
from this matter; 'and how the EPA and SEC wilf handle their decisions about whether.to do so .. 

; . ~ - ·_,! . ' . ' '. ' • ; . . -' . - . . : . • . 

.a. .. ~'-· ... 
Thomas R. Cafper · T, · · 
United States Senator 

'_,!·.:..,··1· 

~ JJJ;JE' 
Tamniy~ ... , 

United State.s Senator.. . . · 

Sincer~~Y, 

"'' . '· ., 

.·,~···~ih·_ }.. :,~'J ,,. ·\~ · · · fl !())f\l~ trJ,f I U, I 
":.~,;// . . 

Shetrod:Brown 
... United States Senator 

I I ( ' ; 

' ~ .' ! ; 

A .. ·~~ 
Amy ohl ar . 

· .. 'Wnited·.. . Serui~or 

. I' 

. . : '··'': _';,,, 

Senate Panel Presses SEC Nominee Clayton on Conflicts (Mar. 23, 2017) · ·, · · 
{http://www.retiters.com/articleius-usa-sec.:.dayton-idUSKB:N16UODL). ·· · · · · · 
14 Bloomberg, Icahn Pressed EPA Candidates on Ethariol Rule He Wants:Scrapped (Mar. 17, 2017) 
(https://www.J~loomberg.com/news/articles/2017-03-17/icahn-pressed-epa-candidates-on-ethanoi:. 
rule-he~wants~s~rapped?pcorriANews=tru~)'. . . . 

" -
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MARKWAYNE MULLIN 

2ND DlsTruc:T, 0KlAHOMA 

1113 LONGWOR'Tll HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-2701 

1 E CHOCTAW, Sum 175 
McALESTER, OK 74501 

1918) 423-5951 

3109 ~ PARK DRIVE 
MUSKOGEE, OK 74401 

(918) 687-2533 

CCongress of tbe Wnfttb i>tatts 
~ou~e of l\tpre~entattbe~ 
mta~ington, 1D<lt 20515-3602 

The Honorable Scott Pruitt 
Office of the Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator Pruitt: 

May 12, 2017 

ENERGY AND COMMERCE COMMITTEE 
SUBCOMMITTEES 

ENERGY 

HEALTH 

DIGITAL COMMERCE AND 

CONSUMER PROTECTION 

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency delay or forgo implementation of 
new requirements on Continental Carbon Company and Cabot Corps carbon black production 
facilities. 

Under the previous Administration, the EPA implemented a ~ational enforcement initiative to control 
emissions from carbon black manufacturers. These costly requirements were to be industry-wide, 
however, Continental Carbon and Cabot Corps were the only two companies out of the five 
competitors in the industry that face these requirements. . 

Continental Carboi and Cabot have each already· made substantial investments as required by their 
settlements with the EPA. Hdwever, f{they· 'do· not meet their September io 18 and June 21 deadlines, 
they could be force-a·io:shut d.own. The'EPA will be running these two ·companies 'out.of business. 
Continental Carbon employs more than 300 people in Oklahoma, Alabama, and Texas, investing $140 
million in their local cdniroumties. More than 1,500 people work for Cabot in Oklahoma, Louisiana, 
·and Texas. They have facilities in my district in Pryor, Oklahoma and bring in more than $360 million 

· · annually to the commut;rities they are in. 
t:lj'.,,\ .... I. : :~ • I • • {: _ ~T.i ~::,• 

The actions ofthe"previous:administration have'createo an uneven playing.field.·For tliis reason I am 
asking you to 'delay or. forgo these costly requirements that have the possibility of shutting down 
facilities and costing Oklahoma millions or'dollars. · · · 

Sincerely, . 

~.P471-{, /f//V/ 
Markwayne Mullin 
Member of Congress 

PRINlBl ON RECYCLED PAPER 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C., 20460 

The Honorable Markwayne Mullin 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Congressman Mullin: 

JUL 1 2 2017 · 
OFFICE OF 

ENFORCEMENT AND 
COMPLIANCE ASSURANCE 

Thank you for your letter of May 12, 2017, to the l)'.S. Environmental Protection Agency. We share 
your interest in maintaining jobs in the carbon black manufacturing industry in the United States and 
agree that the law should be fairly and evenly applied to all carbon black plants in the United States. 

Your letter references ongoing enforcement matters that involve, among other things, claims based upon 
the long-standing rules under the Clean Air Act regarding New Source Review. While we cannot 
address the status of enforcement actions or settlement discussions involving any particular company, 
we are working with the relevant parties, and we are aware of the importance of maintaining a fair and 
even playing field 

In 2007, as part of an effort to focus on environmental problems where federal enforcement efforts can 
make a difference, the EPA initiated investigation of the carbon black manufacturing sector. The EPA 
worked closely with our state partners in Louisiana, Alabama and Oklahoma to achieve two settlements, 
which we believe will achieve significant public health and environmental benefits for the communities 
surrounding these facilities. When fully implemented, the settlements will result in substantial 
reductions in emissions of particulates, sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides, pollutants that have been 
linked to negative impacts on the environment and human health, including susceptibility to respiratory 
infections and asthma attacks. · 

We remain committed to working with the other carbon black companies to ensure full compliance with 
the law, including installation ofrequired pollution controls, by all carbon black manufacturing facilities 
in the United States. We.recognize the significant environmental and financial commitment of 
Continental and Cabot. We have recently met with both companies to more fully understand their 
concerns. 

Again, thank you for your letter: If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me, or 
your staff may contact Carolyn Levine in EPA' s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at Levine.Carolyn@epagov or (202) 564-1859. 

Sincerely, r 

-~{Ju 
awrence Starfield 

----- Acting Assistant Administrator 
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PRAMILA JA YAPAl 
7nt DlliT!UCT, WASHINGTON 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET 

COMMITTEE ON THE
0

JUOICIARV 
S1J8C0M>.llfflE cm 

.l~MIGRATION AN11 .BollD~R Sa:uRllY · 
SuimJMwrm; ON 11£GUlA'IORV ftEfOnM, 

CouMERCIAl. AIID ANnmusr uw .. 

,J -'•·· • 

Scott Pruitt 

<!ongress of tl.Je llnittb ~tates 
~ouse Q,f,i\tfres,~ati~~s .. 

~ington. ll€ 20515-,4707: 

·. Ma:f4~ 2017 . 

.Environmental Protecdon Agency· 
Administrator· : · · 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator Pruitt: 

'-. f. ~-

319 CANNON House OFFICE 81111.0ING 
WASWNGTON. DC 20515 

120212:ZS.3106 

1004 3RD AVENUE 
Sum,510 

SEATI1E, WA 981D1 
1206! 674-0040 

We. write to strongly urge you to strengthen and build on the suc~esses of the Environmental Protection Agency's 
Environmental Justice Program. Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address .Environmental Justice in 
Minority Populations and Low-Income Popula~fons, called'to attention tqe fact that ·certain .communities .face .. 
disproportidn'atejmpacts of climate change, namely comµiuni~es of coior, low-income comµmniti~, indigenous . 
peoples, people with limited English proficiency, and'. people iivi~g with di~abilities.i · · .. , · . . . . · 

As the administrator of the EPA, you are the Chair of the lnteragency Working Group on Environmental Justice 
(IWG) es?l>lished by EO 12~98, and you are· in the unique position of being able to build on the progress that 
has been made to ensure that environmental justice principles are in~q,orated into µie work being done by the 
EPA and other IWG member agencies~· . .. -. . · ' . . . 

,., 
.. .• 1 

According to the Fiscal Year 2015 Annual Environmental Justice Progress Report, "Many low-income, minority, 
and tribal communities are disproportionately impacted by air pollution and are not able to p~icipate in 
environmental decisions due to barriers that prevent them from meaningfully.engaging in the process. As a result, 
their voices are often unheard."ii The·EPA's Environmental Justice Program has the cap~city·~o help close that 
gap. So far, it has had documented success on.projects and initiatives around the·couµtry, ranging from providing 
funding for urban fanning to coruiectirig frontline communities to the EPA rulemaking process.iii·· 

It is extremely important to continue this progress, because more than 20 years after ~o 12898 was signed, there 
are still documented ~isparities in how communities are affected by climate change and air pollution. For example, 
the prevalence of asthma for people who live in these ftontline communities is higher than it' is •for the general 
population. When compar~ to white chil~~~~ African American children are hospitalized at a rate of 2 to 1 and 
are four times more likely to die from asthma.iv Race is tbe number one indicator of whether or not a person lives 
near a hazardous. waste ~te, and many of these siting decisions art: carri~ out by the EPA,. underlining the 
importance the Agency continuing to inco.~rate environmental justic~ into jts. work.v . · 

.. 
•, . 

Following Hurricanes Katrina and Sandy, we saw extreme disparities in. how disaster mitigation and relief were 
distributed among communities . .-FEMA's first pennanent disaster recovery center in· Mississippi' was installed 
more than 15 miles from frontline communities in Gulfport, and HUD funds were disproportionately weighted 
toward homeowners, rather than low-income renters.vi 

PIUNTEOON RECVa.ED PAPEA 



Native Americans and Indigenous peoples are fating:partfoufar chall~ges because their traditional places, fuod 
sources, and lifestyles are ·at risk due to clunai~· chan:ge. Alaska native and native coastal ·oommunities have 
already started to suffer (rom the negative side effects of climate change, being forced to leave their homes in 
search of a new beginning. Shellfish populations are suffering due to ocean acidification as a result of carbon 
dioxide emissions, threatening the ability of indigenous peoples to harvest shellfish.vii 

EO 12898 set the ftamework for incorporating environmental justice into the decision-m~ing processes. of th~ · 
EPA and other IWG agencies. We must act on climate change, recognizing that :frontline communities have 
continually been most impacted by its effects. 

. 
We urge you to continue the work of the EPA's Environmental Justice Program, and ensure that the EPA is 
making decisions and developing policies that address the disproportionate impacts of climate change on our most 
vulnerable communities. 

S~ce~ly,,_ 

~·~· PRAMi~~ .. 
Member of Congress · 

· :··A_ · ff .:, ;. :·f· .. :/?t·· '.,'' . :, :·:· ,· . · _· .. · · .. ·_ · 
1
·/ . _ ·... : · ... 

. ; Mfl.lJJ . ~'J . . . .n~ ·~·.· . ,,, " . ' .. '' . . ~ ,, . .... 
·.A.DpNALD~cE,:CHIN _·::.:: ..... ~·DIAZ-~, 
Member of Congress · Member of Congress 

1:'"7'• 

~ 
.... · . ~ . ,: ' . , . 

' ' ~ . _._,......., ______ _ 

·, t. ·;. 

' \ ~. 

·._· · .. ·_-,/'~ .. 
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-~·.·--· 
• . ember'ofCorigress' . . ' ,,. I, ' 



~~_../_· 
BARBARA LEE .. -.~ 
Member of Congress : · 

(}f#l!&l.l(()~~~ 
DAVID N. CICILLINE 
Member of Congress 

TERRI A. SEWELL· 
Member of Congress 

ALAN S~ LOWENTHAL·, . 
Member of Congress · · < 

e~~-
DIANADeGETIE .. 
Member of Congress , ,, , 

. ' 

~&rtz T~ASTOR .· ·.· 
Member of Congress· 

' . . . . ~. . . . ' . I"., ,.:t_ ·,; . ·:,_,·,~ ··~· .:,· . .:: . --~· . ' v,,,,,,... --~ 
.· .BONNIE WA~SON.COLEMAN 
Member of Congress 

~-~ 
Member of Congress ·· ·: · ·. 

&~ . ' . - . 
KERt~- · 
Member of Congress · · · · · · 

Member of Congress · · ,. · · 

.&~~r(:i·----· 
EARL BLUMENAUER . · > 
M~ber of:Co.ngress. · 



!&/.~A. /?..l_,,.'7_/L__ 
-:·,· __ ,.·· ~ 
, -. MA'IT CARTWRIQHT. 

MemberofCongr~s, .- _ 

'~~=~ Member of Congress 

·~ 
,·-· ,·_-~-

~ . . 
- . . . . 

IE . - , ·_ . 
: emberoico~gress : - · . 

~4'..~ 
CEDRIC L. RICHMON:0 
Member of Congress: 

1-,~t.i,t,_111--~:.11 
FRANK PALLON~ Jr .. : 
Member of Congress · -· - ._ -. . 

ROBERT ~·aoBB)"' scorr 
Member of Congress. 

COLLEEN 
Member of Co 

~O.C11 
SALUD 0. CARBAJAL · 
Member of_Congress 

·-
MICHELLE,LUJAN GRISHAM 
Member of Congress - · ·1 -- -



ADAM SMITH 
Membe.r of Congress 

~!< 
PETER WELCH 
Member of Cgngress 

l'fi_£MA.. #.NIVbr-
ELEANOR HoLMEs NoRToN 
Member of Congress 

1NEWATERS 
Member of Congress 

i E.ucuti\"e Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Eo\ironmenral Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations, 3 
C.F.R. S9 (1994). 
ii Fl' 2015 Annllal Em·ironmemal J11stice Pl'ogress Report (Rep.). (2016). Washington, DC: En\ironmental Protection Agency. 
Iii Ibid. 
iv C/11/dren's Eni·ironmental Health Disparitir!S: Black and Afiican American Children and Ast!tma (Rep.). (2014}. Wi15hington, DC: 
En\iroomental Protection Agency • 
.. Co\-ert. Bryce. (2016, February 18). Race Best Predicts 1111etl1e1· Jou Lin! Near PolluJion. The Nation. 
https:1/w\\"w.thenation.com!articJe'race-best-predicts-whether-you-li\."e-near-pollutiont 
~; Enlironmental Justice througl, i/ze Eye of H,uricane Katrina (Rep.). {2008). Retrieved April 12, 2017, from Joint Center for 
Political and Economic Studiesi HeaJth Polic)• Institute ·website: 
https:l/web.stanford.edu.'group 1scspi1_media'pdf;'key _ issues/En\.ironment_policy.pdf 
vn Crimmins, A., Balbus, J,, Gamble, J.L, Qeard, C.~., Bell, J~E., Dodg&!flt 0., Eisen, RJ., Fann, N., Hawkins, 1'-lD., Herring, S.C., 

· Jantmasami, L., t.fills, D~I., Saha, S., Sarofim, M.C., Trtanj.J., and Ziska, L. (:?OI6). Tlzl!"fmpact.c q(Clima1,• Cl1tmgt!a11 l111mcm 
lleultft i11 tire! li1it.:d ~ruti•l: .-1. Sd1!1tt,./it: ,-l,tl:'ssn1e1ir (Rep,). Wa::ibington. DC::rt!.S. Gk,bal Change Rcsenn:b Pn1!!farn. 
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n_t;.,-,hiBN Htipsi: Off;cr: Brm ·,,irm 
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· Tiui,m,,i.: i202)_225.~3·1W 

·COMMIIJH ON 1\RM£0 SERV!CES · 

Qt.onurcs% of tbc mtniteb ~tntef.\. 
1[)0ll%C ,Of 0 3acpre£i'C.11h1tibe1r 
trilatifJilt'nton:)nt 205l(f.j3d:1 
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Thef,fonoi'ablc'Sc61.t;P!·uitt 
E11vifo11ihental Pi·ot<.!Ctio'11 AgencY .. · 

,',; 

MayJ5~ 2017 

Office ofthe:Ad1f1ihistrnfor, Mai i Code l 'I b IA 
1200 .Penhsylvani·a ;\\,en\tc, N\\r · · · 
Washiilgt(fo; be 20460 · 

Dear Adn1inislrator Pruitt.: 

.) 

01srnwt O!•!f't~· 

tlOb tcon••oM1.-011>VE· 
Grir.n.v,ue, NC 216.~!l 

-{2!,2) 9:it-lOOJ . 

(800) g51 .. t59J. 

. Qti;Atigtist fs, 20'1 $;;the United :States Enviro'11111entafl\oi'ectiohAgericy(EPA)finalizcd 
revisions 'to the N~tiona1. Emissions Standards at 40 CF!{ Pai·t 0\ StibJJa1:is-AA illct BB 'tbi! 
1,ho~phoric acidmanufacti1ring and phosphate fertilizer production, as w~ll as the residual risk and. 

·. technology review foi· these stand~1;ds. See PliosjJlwi·ic Md111{(ac1£ii-i11g 't111c{Pliosp/1b;'d; Fertilize,: 
Production RTR and Sim,dard\· t~f Pe,jprmance for ,Phosphate Processing, _80 Fed. Reg. 50386 
:(Augtist 19, 20 I 5) (Fin<1I Rule). The Final lUilc 'i1\cii1clcs · a i1cwly established mercury emission 
lin1i( (urivtaximum Achievable Contro!Technology Standard) for existing calcincr units. AsJ)art 
of the-f'ina_l RtHe process, EPAdetennincd there is 119,ad,1erse public health risk associated wit Ii 
mercury einissfons· from Potash Coq.JQraticm; s fotili.t )' :ii1'A_t11:oi'<,1, North Carolina. Furthe1\ the I im it 
is having a significmit .i_mpacl on lhc ttnat_lC!<il ,via~ilit)' Of the facilfty and thtlS, its 850 .e111pJoyees 
111 tn)' co11gressional· district. As such, f aii1 wriiii1g_fo' ~tronglyurge you to pl act;: this Final Rule on 
the list of rules to be repealed, rcplaced·or modifie'il'lihderExecutivc Otdcr 13777: 

Mercury emissions fron"I such units \Vere not pl'.c,:iouslyregulatcd; Potash's Aurora facility 
operates the only six calcfoers irnbjecttci thislimitation in the entire country. EPA determined_that 
the.sole technology to control such ~missions that migh! be tcchnical_ly f~a~iblc at the site. is not 
economically reasonable for the Aui-ora facility.. Instead, :it '\\iciulcl result in an unreasonable 
. finai1chtl burde1i on· the ~ompany and its .employees_. if it .was required to be ;ins'tallcd. tiowcver, 
nohvithstancling the,sc fincli'i1gs, the Aurora facility may still be forced tb install this exceedingly 
(:!Xpensi,;e nnd unproven technology:based upon the_n~anner in vvhich the liinit ,vas set. 

The merClll')' lin1it established by'EPA i11 the Final Rule was based upon (1, liinited data set 
from two test c\1ent.s at.the Auro1·a·facilit)' in 20 IO and 2014, respectively. These events do•pot 
tak'.e i11to· conside1:aiion the i1atural variations of mcrc'ury in ore ;processed by tlie Aurora facility; 
nor tlH operating scenarios or co11c!itioi1S underwh:icl1 the c:alcincrs operate. As sucl1, 1 am 
cm1ccnwcrth~t Aurora. will have no altc1·1rntive but to install new ·control tecl~nology that woi1ld 
. significant!)'. impacrihe viability oflhc fa,cility to opcr~1te (a11cfwhich EPAalrcady dete1'1nincd was 

·· cc011omical!Y unreasoi-iable for its operations). This \votild put _the Aurora facility's viability in 
. do11bt _along '-V.ith the.jobs of its. 850: employees and the hundreds of collateral busi11esscs ancJjobs 
that support thcfacility·and its operations; . . . .. . 



As a result of the Final Rule failing to provide flexibility to address the content variability 
of the ore in the emission limit or all operating conditions for the units, I also share Potash Corp's 
concerns about its ability to maintain compliance with the mercury limit set by the Final Rule in 
the absence of expensive control technologies, particularly as it moves into other areas of its 
phosphate mine where the natural content may vary. 

Given the circumstances of how this limit was developed, I believe this Final Rule is an 
outstanding candidate for inclusion under Executive Order 13777. The Ruic has significant 
financial implications for the Aurora facility and limits the ability for it to compete on the global 
marketplace. Lost jobs would unnecessarily harm the well-being of affected families and 
potentially eliminate a considerable employer and revenue source in an already economically 
challenged region. Further, EPA has already concluded that the mercury emissions from the 
facility do not pose a residual risk. This is exactly the type of unnecessary rule that Executive 
Order I 3 777 was crafted to address. 

I strongly urge you eliminate the rule, or at a minimum, to revise the rule in order to ensure 
that a proper mercury emission limit is set. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Walter B. Jones 
Member of Congress 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION.·AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Walter B. Jones 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 205 I 5 

Dear Congressman Jones: 

JUN 1 6 2017 
OFFICE OF 

AIR .O.ND RADIATION 

Tha11k you for )'Our letter of May 15, 2017, to t!1e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
regarding the Phosphoric Acid Manufacturing and Phosphate Fertilizer Production Residual Risk 
and Technology Review mid Standards of Perfom1ance for Phosphate Processing and )'Our 
suggestion that it be included in the Executive Order 13777 re,;ie,v process. 

first. let me assure you that we have placed your letter in the public comment s<:!ction of 
the docket (EPA-HQ-OA-20I7-0190) that we opened for collecting suggestions on Executive 
Order 13777. 

Second. we niet with PCS Phosphate on .lune 8, 2017. In that meeting, the conipany 
provided additional information for us to consider as we determine how to proceed in this matter. 
Alier we have had time to evaluate the new information. we ,viii be in touch with the corripariy 
and, as.appropriate. discuss further. 

Again. thank you for your letter. If you have further questions. please contact me or your 
staff may contact Matthew Davis in the EPA 's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at davis.matthew@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1267. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Dunham 
Acting Assistant Administrator 
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